












































Example
Cottage Grove BRT

• Route options from Pershing 
to the Loop

» Via Lake Shore Drive

» Via King Drive / Michigan 
Avenue
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Potential Project 4:
East/West Bus Rapid Transit/Enhanced Bus

• Examples

» 55th Bus Rapid Transit to Midway Airport

» 79th Enhanced Bus Corridor to Western Avenue

• Other Ideas

» 35th limited-stop enhanced bus from Cottage Grove/Lakefront 
to Illinois Medical District 
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Example
Garfield/55th BRT

• Background:

» X55 Express peak period limited-
stop service had been cut

» Rationale: Improved transit travel 
time and reliability

• Definition:

» Museum to Midway Airport

» Dedicated lanes, Signal priority 

» Off-board fare collection

» Significant stations;  Half-mile spacing

» Low-floor buses

» Service span: 14-16 hrs/day 
or initially peak only

» Headways:  10 min. peak, 15 min. off-peak
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Example
79th Street Enhanced Bus

• Background: 

» Local bus has slow travel speeds

» Rationale:  Improved transit travel time
and reliability

• Definition:

» South Shore Drive to Western Avenue; 
Local service to Ford City MallLocal service to Ford City Mall

» Traffic signal priority

» Queue jumps at selected intersections

» Off-board fare collection

» Significant stations, Half-mile spacing

» Low-floor buses

» Service span: 14-16 hrs/day

» Headways:  10 min. peak, 15 min. off-peak
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Potential Project 5:
Changes to Metra Electric District (MED) Rail

• Example

» Gold Line 

• Other Ideas

» Fare integration 
between CTA and MEDbetween CTA and MED

» Gray Line

» Conversion of the 
South Chicago Branch to 
Light Rail
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Example
South Chicago Branch: Gold Line

• Background

» Rationale / Purpose

• Enhance transit options

♦ Frequency

♦ Connectivity/Fare 
Coordination

• Objectives

♦ Customer comfort

♦ Seamless travel

♦ Economically viable 
neighborhoods

Coordination

♦ Coverage (35th Street)

• Promote development / 
redevelopment

» Source

• Prior proposals

• Community stakeholder 
ideas
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Example
South Chicago Branch: Gold Line

• Definition

» Headway

• 10 minute peak

• 15-20 minute off-peak

» New Station

• 35th Street
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Map of Project Examples
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Next Steps

• Analysis

» Project Examples

• Refine project definitions

• Estimate costs

• Estimate ridership and 

» Other Ideas

• Descriptive information, 
rationale, challenges

• Review of Findings by:

• Technical Advisory • Estimate ridership and 
benefits

• Identify key challenges

• Assess potential for 
funding

• Evaluate potential transit-
oriented development 
opportunities

• Technical Advisory 
Committee

• Public Advisory Committee 

• Draft Recommendations

• Next Public Meeting: January
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